6th Spanish Unit 1: What is Culture?

	Language
	Spanish

	Course/level
	6th Introduction

	Targeted Proficiency Level
	Novice-Low

	Thematic unit
	What is culture? 

	Unit length
	6 weeks

	Stage 1: Desired Results

	Standards: Check as many as apply.
	__x___1.1 Interpersonal communication

__x___1.2 Interpretive communication

__x___1.3 Presentational communication

__x___2.1 Cultural practices and perspectives

__x___2.2 Cultural products and perspectives

__x___3.1 Connections to other disciplines

__x___3.2 Acquiring new information

__x___4.1 Language comparisons

__x___4.2 Cultural comparisons

	Enduring Understanding(s)
	 Knowledge of a culture is a valuable asset. 

	Essential Question
	What is culture? 

	Guiding Questions
	How does culture affect the way I see the world? 

	Learning goals
	By the end of this unit, students can understand spoken polite expressions, greetings and leave-takings as well as identify Spanish letters.  Students are able to identify written cognates and name Spanish letters and their sounds. In addition, students can greet and say goodbye to people, tell someone their name and spell their name. Students are able to prepare a conversation to greet and say goodbye to people, ask someone his/her name and say and spell their name. Students are also able to prepare a written greeting, ask someone his/her name in writing and tell someone his/her name in writing. 

	Functions

What can learners do?
	Knowledge 

What context, structure and culture will learners need to show their knowledge?

	Functions
	Context
	Structure
	Culture

	· understand that culture consists of products, practices, and perspectives


	· Geography

· Cultural practices

· Cultural products

· Cultural perspectives
	· know what makes up a culture
	· Know the three elements of culture and be able to categorize facts as one of the three

· identify and express the elements of one’s own personal culture



	· pronounce letter sounds
	· target alphabet
	· pronounce letters
	· accents

	· use titles 


	· titles
	· social register
	· social register

	· identify cognates


	· cognates


	· recognize cognates


	· languages share common roots

	· use context to guess at meanings


	· high-frequency phrases and words
	· use written  context to help with comprehension

· use gestures to guess at meaning


	· cultural cues help decipher meaning in written and oral text

	· use polite expressions, greetings and leave-takings
	· polite expressions

· greetings

· leave-takings


	· social register
	· understand appropriateness of chosen language

	· understand the concept of the “cultural iceberg” (surface vs. deep culture)


	· ice-burg of culture

· deep culture

· surface culture
	· comparing deep and surface culture
	· understand the difference between surface and deep culture



	Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Summative Performance Assessments

	Interpretive
	

	Interpersonal
	 

	Presentational
	Brochure project and/or Cultural Suitcase

	Formative Assessments
	Other Summative Assessments

	Oral Greetings Quiz
	

	Alphabet Sounds Quiz
	

	Stage 3: Learning Activities

	Interpersonal
	Interpretive
	Presentational

	· Conversation practice

· Venn diagram for cultural differences 
	· Alphabet listening body aerobics or white board markers

· Alphabet aerobics 
	· Homework worksheets to prepare for projects



	Other Learning Activities

	· Cultural iceberg worksheet

· Cognates practice

	Resources

	Intro to World Language resource packet

Other resources:

· Internet (you tube for greetings)

· maps
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